
Trinitarian Heresies
Sabellianism/Modalism: Named for a third century teacher, Sebellius, this idea suggests that God 
acts in three different “modes” but is only one Person.

Athanasian Creed Statement Bible Reference Modern Examples

Arianism: Named for the fourth century teacher Arius who taught that Jesus and the Holy Spirit were 
created by God the Father.

Athanasian Creed Statement Bible Reference Modern Examples

Subordinationism: Jesus and the Holy Spirit are eternal, divine beings, but they are of a lesser nature 
than the Father.
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Adoptionism: This view teaches that Jesus was an ordinary man until, at His baptism, He was adopted 
by the Father and given supernatural powers and the status of “Son of God.”
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Unitarianism: This view holds that there is a single God with no distinct Persons.
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Tritheism/Polytheism: The three Persons described in Scripture are actually three distinct Gods.

Athanasian Creed Statement Bible Reference Modern Examples

Lesson 4 Trinitarian Heresies • Student • Adult Copyright © 2017 Answers in Genesis. Limited license to copy provided. AnswersBibleCurriculum.com



Athanasian Creed
Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is 
necessary that he hold the catholic faith. Which faith 
except everyone do keep whole and undefiled, without 
doubt he shall perish everlastingly. And the catholic 
faith is this: That we worship one God in Trinity, and 
Trinity in Unity, neither confounding the persons, nor 
dividing the substance.

For there is one Person of the Father, another of the 
Son, and another of the Holy Spirit. But the godhead of 
the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, is all one, 
the glory equal, the majesty co-eternal.

Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such 
is the Holy Spirit. The Father uncreated, the Son 
uncreated, and the Holy Spirit uncreated. The Father 
incomprehensible, the Son incomprehensible, and the 
Holy Spirit incomprehensible.

The Father eternal, the Son eternal, and the Holy 
Spirit eternal. And yet they are not three eternals, but 
one Eternal.

As also there are not three incomprehensibles, 
nor three uncreated, but one Uncreated, and one 
Incomprehensible. So likewise the Father is Almighty, 
the Son Almighty, and the Holy Spirit Almighty. And 
yet they are not three almighties, but one Almighty.

So the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy 
Spirit is God. And yet they are not three gods, but 
one God.

So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the 
Holy Spirit Lord. And yet not three lords, but one Lord.

For as we are compelled by the Christian verity to 
acknowledge each Person by Himself to be both God 
and Lord, so we are also forbidden by the catholic 
religion to say that there are three gods or three lords.

The Father is made of none, neither created, nor 
begotten. The Son is of the Father alone, not made, 
nor created, but begotten. The Holy Spirit is of the 
Father, neither made, nor created, nor begotten, but 
proceeding.

So there is one Father, not three fathers; one Son, not 
three sons; one Holy Spirit, not three holy spirits.

And in the Trinity none is before or after another; none 
is greater or less than another, but all three Persons are 
co-eternal together and co-equal. So that in all things, 
as is aforesaid, the Unity in Trinity and the Trinity in 
Unity is to be worshipped.

He therefore that will be saved must think thus of 
the Trinity.

Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting salvation 
that he also believe rightly the Incarnation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. For the right faith is, that we believe 
and confess, that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, is God and man; God, of the substance of the 
Father, begotten before the worlds; and man of the 
substance of his mother, born in the world; perfect 
God and perfect man, of a rational soul and human 
flesh subsisting. Equal to the Father, as touching His 
godhead; and inferior to the Father, as touching His 
manhood; who, although He is God and man, yet he is 
not two, but one Christ; one, not by conversion of the 
godhead into flesh but by taking of the manhood into 
God; one altogether; not by confusion of substance, but 
by unity of person. For as the rational soul and flesh is 
one man, so God and man is one Christ . . .

This is the catholic faith, which except a man believe 
faithfully, he cannot be saved.

[taken from http://www.carm.org/christianity/creeds-and-
confessions/athanasian-creed-500-ad]
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